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Of all these limbs, the king was evidently the most important,
and it may be observed that the Smrlis transformed kingship almost
Into a godhead. Narada declares that *' intelligence is the glory of
rulers; it becomes manifest in their speeches, whatever sentence
they may pass, whether unjust or just, settles the law between the
litigant parties. (Law) personified as a king, roams on. earth with a
thousand eyes. Mortals cannot live at all if they transgress his
commandments. Whatever a king does is right, that is a settled rule,
because the protection of the world is entrusted to him. A ruler though
worthless must be (constantly) worshipped by his subjects,1

His powers therefore must have been supreme, but he never-
theless was advised to select his own officers, "He should make/'
remarks Yajnavalkya, "Ms ministers (of persons who are) wise, born
in good families, (i.e. of those who are hereditary ministers), grave and
pure. With them, or with the Brahmanas, and, afterwards, with
himself (he should) deliberate the affairs of the State."2 The
accounts department was to be conducted by efficient persons for
Yajnavalkya clearly advises that the king should " appoint devoted,
clever and honest men in posts suited to them and energetic men in
the works of collection and disbursement."3 The king, however, was
requested to be honest in his duties of acquisition and munificence.
uHe should try to acquire," observes Yajfiavalkya, uby fair means,
objects not acquired: and keep carefully the acquired ones; multiply
the protected ones, according to the laws of political economy;
and distribute the surplus wealth among worthy persons/'4 Of all
this acquisition a large portion was to be given away to Brahmanas
while the rest of course were to be protected. " Whatever is -
acquired, should be given to the Vtpras; and protection (should be
given) to the subjects; there is no higher religion than this for
kings."5 But even in acquiring wealth, unjust taxation was
condemned as detrimental to the welfare of the State, "A king/'
according to Yajfiavalkya, "who multiplies his treasury by unfair
(taxation) from the kingdom, is, in no time shorn of prosperity and
meets with destruction along with his own people/'6 Although the
king was declared almost absolute, nevertheless some constitutional
restraint by means of advice was imposed on his powers. As shown
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